Gibbs and Caprice

The evolvement of Caprice in Gibbs's life was a slow one, forming over multiple episodes, slowly. Gibbs
would not be the type to ‘love quickly’, and neither would Caprice McNalley. So...I've chosen some scenes
from various episodes, all designed to allow them to find out more about each other. Hopefully, this gives
a good foundation for the readers that have joined us later in the stories

Caprice becomes the NCIS Field Nurse — She and Gibbs are dating, the team is rooting for them. Caprice
wants to know more about what makes Gibbs tick...and in the following scene, the opportunity presents
itself

Originally Posted on May 20, 2020, As Fictitious Season 22, Episode 29, "Nothing Is As It Seems" Part
2

(scene shifts to NCIS, conference room...full team present, including Caprice)

Caprice: "Before you folks get started, | assume | need to leave the room?"

Vance; "Thank you, Caprice, but no, that will not be necessary...your vetting and background
check came back with flying colors...the only thing | need to say, and | know | don't need to say it,
is that you will treat any and all information you hear, read, or are exposed to, just as you treat it
under Hipaa laws and regulations...the privacy of the information is to be treated on the same

level as the privacy of a patient...is that clear enough?"
Caprice; "Yes sir"

Gibbs; "It's not quite clear enough, Caprice...yea, it's like medical records...the difference is in the

punishment"
Vance: "True"
(Caprice nods, indicating she understands)

Caprice: "If | violate patient privacy, | can lose my nursing license. It can't get much worse than
that"

Vance: "Yes it can...(short pause...He looks straight at her) “Here's a bottom line... you disclose
what you hear or read in this job position, to the wrong people, you can go to prison. For a very

long time"

(Surprisingly, Caprice shrugs)



Caprice: "l kinda already figured that part out, guys...l was blonde last week, not this week...Now,

the next bottom line, as you said,,,,You just mentioned 'this job position'...What 'job position'?"

Vance; "Nurse McNalley, you are aware we keep a full time psychologist on board here for the
purpose of monitoring our teams and evaluating their mental health.. After discussions with the
Secretary of State, and the President of the United States, you are being reclassified, for a period
of 30 days, under medical assistance protocols, giving any and all aid to our agents, within the
boundaries of your training and and licensing...You will be under the authority of Dr. Cyril Taft,
who will be contacting you shortly....Caprice, this is being done on a temporary basis. It is being
done due to NCIS and the U.S. Government needing the skills and talents of Special Agent
Gibbs...(Vance nods towards Gibbs...Gibbs shrugs the compliment off) “We also know he is not
100% cleared for duty...however...if he is accompanied by his rehab nurse, and he or she is
either present or available to assist him in carrying out those duties, Agent Gibbs can be cleared
for more than desk duty. In other words, Caprice, if we bring you into this loop for a short time,
we get Gibbs..and since the President of the United States and the Secretary of State wants
Gibbs, then by God, we'll find a way to get Gibbs...So..you are part of that equation....Do you

have any questions?"

Caprice: "Yes!"

Vance: "Quickly please...what?"
Caprice: "Do | get to carry a.....
Vance/Gibbs: "NO GUN!"
Caprice: "Poisoned syringe?"
(Vance and Gibbs stare at each other, then McGee breaks the silence)
McGee: 'l think she's joking guys"

(The disappointment is obvious on their faces)

Vance: "l always wanted something that shot poison"

Gibbs; "Ya think?"

Vance; "Cooler than a gun"

Gibbs: "Way cooler..like a ring that injects paralyzing stuff into someone..Yea..that would work

for me. Wouldn’t have to shoot so many people"



Vance: “Which would make my life easier”

(Caprice is watching this dialogue going back and forth, McGee is watching Caprice...he
remembers back to his probie days, and being similarly fascinated by the world he was being

introduced to)
McGee: (to Caprice) "This is rocking your foundation, isn't it?"
Caprice: "Yes! Oh my god!"

McGee: "You're being invited to the dance, Caprice...trust me, it's an honor...your name and
background just got signed off on by the President, the Secretary of State, and other big

wigs...your life, nurse Caprice....it's never going to be the same again"
(Vance holds up a hand)

Vance: "So, no poisoned syringe?"

Gibbs: "What about a knockout syringe?"

Caprice: "Uh...I'll get on it?"
(Vance and Gibbs both slap the table, then high five each other, both of them exclaiming "Now
THAT'S what I'm talkin about!")

(Caprice, wide-eyed, turns to McGee)

Caprice; "Oh my god..I'm supposed to come up with some kind of James Bond thing...."
McGee: "You okay, Caprice?"

(She thinks for a second..then just as wide-eyed, replies with a big smile)

Caprice: "This is so cool!"

McGee; "Yea....it really is...we have some of the coolest toys anywhere..."

Vance: "Enough fun, ladies, gentlemen,..."

(Caprice could sense the immediate shift in seriousness)

Vance: "Agent Gibbs:...take it"

Gibbs: "Originally this corpse was ID'd as Petty Officer Keith Spurgeon...the DNA we ran through
our systems here tagged him as such through the Military database as well as the Passport and

Immigration database...However, after Kasie ran the same DNA samples through some of the



state DNA databases, including the Criminal Justice System, we find the man laying on the table

downstairs is not Officer Spurgeon...he is....Bishop, take it from here..."

Vance: "Hold on...are you saying whoever did this, hacked our federal databases, changed DNA

files on whoever they wanted to?"

Gibbs: "Correct, Director...so far, it seems they have access to Federal...Kasie wanted to test how

deep they went, so she went searching through State DNA databases..."
Vance: "Who directed her to do that?"

Gibbs: "No one, Leon...my people are taught to follow their gut and go with it...if there is any

heat to be taken from Kasie doing that, then that heat is on me, sir...not her"

Vance: "No heat, Jethro...| think it's exemplary work, that's all...Agent Bishop, | believe it's your

floor now"
(Bishop gets up, takes clicker from Gibbs...Gibbs sits...Bishop starts)

Bishop: "This man, the man on our Autopsy table downstairs, is Stan Burgess...same age, height,
weight as our missing Petty Officer, but has been missing on his own from the Falls Church City
Jail, since last week...all accounts show he was broken out, against his will...he was scheduled to
be released from custody in one week, and had a family, a job, and friends waiting to support

him and encourage him to stop drinking. By all accounts, this was not a breakout...Torres?"
(Torres gets up now, takes the clicker)

Torres: "He was kidnapped. His main sin was that he resembled Petty Officer Spurgeon and had

the same blood type"
(Torres waits for that to sink in)

Torres: "This man was no angel, but he was no demon either, and he did not deserve to end up

on Jimmy's table downstairs...Here are some excerpts from the video files at the jail"

(Torres clicks clicker, video shows two men carrying the prisoner Stan Burgess, unconcious,
dragging his feet behind him..The next clip shows the same two men placing Burgess into the
back of a car, then driving him off the jail parking lot)

Gibbs: "Where are we on ID'ng the men? No one knows anything?....no one knows who the two
men are?..We have video for all the world to see, and no one on duty at the jail that night saw

this? They’re lying! Torres, Bishop!..Go interview the jail guards...l want to know who let those



men in...Get names, get them to McGee...let's look for some deposits. We follow the money,

we'll find out who let those men in..Oh, and Torres, Bishop?"
Bishop: "Yes sir?"

Gibbs; "There's no way no one knows anything...we're looking at video of the entire
kidnapping...I need you to know I'm pissed off...and | need you pissed off...This man had a family,
he had a future...and these people just changed their lives forever...l want to know who did it

and how they did it...and I'm not real particular on how you find this out....We clear, team?"
Bishop: "Oh yea, boss...Crystal...and by the way, sir...."

Gibbs: "Yea, Bishop?"

(Gives Gibbs a grin)

Bishop:"Damn glad you're back!"

Torres; "Ditto what she said, sir....We're on it.'

Gibbs:"McGee...run your own diagnostics on the hot mics..do what you do, Tim, which is better

than anyone else on the planet.....Tim, my gut says Mossad didn't do this. What does yours say?"
McGee: "Same thing, boss...But we need facts...something to back our guts up"
Gibbs: "Ya think, McGee?

McGee; "Sure do, boss...They've got too much to lose, especially just after our little

misunderstanding in their country several months ago"

Gibbs; "My feelings exactly, Tim...good work...I say let's find out who really is behind this"
Vance: "You think the Mossad is being framed?"

Gibbs; "Yes...I do...and it pisses me off...Wars are started over less than this"

Vance: "You good with me calling SecState now and making that our official position?"

Gibbs: "Don't see how you have much choice, Leon...after all, we could be wrong, and it's her job

to make those decisions...."

Vance: "Copy that, Gibbs...and unless you have any info | don't, I'd say any people we have
sequestered downstairs can be released...none of them heard the words Israel or Mossad, so

there's no danger there..."

Gibbs: "Agree sir"



Vance: "And by the way...your team....that was great work on their part...in less than 30 minutes,
they had locked down some suspects and are on their way to interview some folks that might be
directly involved"

Gibbs: "Nurse? Anything you'd like to offer?"

Caprice: "Jethro...(pauses) “Sorry...Agent Gibbs, I'm keeping my mouth shut....for now. | just

witnessed 15 minutes of dedicated people doing what they do, all in the interest of keeping the
peace in our world... | get that no one needs to know...but | just saw, what, maybe 1 percent of
what's going on in the world at this very moment? Director Vance, Jethro, Tim,,,,| mean, Torres

and Bishop...my god...you people are literally saving the world!"

McGee: "Thank you, Caprice...it's nice to hear"

Vance: "So, Caprice...you are okay with the reassignment?"

(Caprice looks around, realizes something big is happening in her life...then she looks to Gibbs)
Caprice: "Does this mean, uh....you know...."

Vance: "It means nothing at this point. But....it could mean everything....If your relationship
became a conflict of interest and it interferes with our duty and purpose here at NCIS, then we

would revoke the reassignment, no harm no foul"

Caprice: "Won't happen, sir... To be part of making such a difference...sir, Jethro and I...we'll

make it work, sir...you have my word on that...?"
Vance: (to Gibbs) "Good perspective"

(Gibbs gives Vance a small grin)

Gibbs: "Told you so"

Vance; "Yes, Agent Gibbs... you did......Now...how about some help on this next phone call to
SecState...?"

Also in this episode, Caprice learns more about Gibbs and what makes him tick

(scene opens in MTAC, SecState on screen, Vance, Gibbs, McGee, Caprice in room...Gibbs and

Vance standing, Caprice and McGee sitting)



SecState: "Leon, | guess | owe you another one..."
Vance; "No ma'am, you don't...what we're doing here is standard procedure"

SecState: "Stop with the humility, Leon...it looks good on you, but we all know you, Gibbs, and
Agent McGee and your team are about to pull off another stunt that will be talked about around
campfires for decades to come....You do know there are those that absolutely hate you folks,
right?"

(Gibbs grins)
Gibbs: "Well, ma'am, if it's any consolation, we hate 'em right back..." Gibbs chuckles)

SecState: "Vance, mind if we cut this one short today? I'd love to tell you the President needs my

time, but honestly, it's my grand daughter...her piano recital is tonight..."
Vance: "Say no more ma'am...McGee? You're up"

(McGee gets up, Vance sits down by Caprice)

Vance: "You soaking this in?"

Caprice: (whispers back) "Sir, I'm so overwhelmed...I'm getting a much better picture about why
Jethro is Jethro"

Vance: "The man carries more burdens on his shoulders than any one man | know, Caprice...You
see me, SecState, even POTUS, we discuss, we decide, then someone else does it...Gibbs? He's
on the spot, sometimes a person will live or die, sometimes a country might live or die..all on his
shoulders, right then, right now...."

Caprice: "I'm trying, Leon...I promise...I'm trying to make life better for him..."

Vance: (takes Caprices's hand) "We know, honey....and we love you for it...Now...pay

attention...we've caught another traitor.."
(Caprice looks at Vance with disbelief...but she turns her attention to Gibbs and McGee...)
SecState; "So, Timothy, you're sure about this?"

McGee: "Yes Ma'am..about as sure as anyone can be...| had a gut feeling, so | started tracing his
calls....every time Director Vance briefed the suspect's team, he made phone calls to the same

CIA agent...this in itself is not traitorous, but it is bad judgment...sometimes the CIA or FBI get



hold of one of our good ones, then lure them over to the big name Agency...it's wrong, but not

criminal....This one, though...."

Gibbs: "Madame Secretary, the CIA agent our agent is calling has just wired out 3 tranches of
$20,000 each, all going to guards at the Falls Church City Jail...We've verified the CIA is planning
to pick up a kidnap victim, which makes the CIA agents involved, part of a kidnapping plot....and
the man they took, and have detained, is a top notch security consultant, one the CIA has tried

to recruit for years"

SecState: "Why don’t you want the headlines on this one, Gibbs?"

Gibbs: "Don't like headlines ma'am..they get in the way of doing the job"

(SecState can be seen looking off, away from Gibbs)

SecState: "Gibbs, i love you and | hate you...but you know the love wins out, right, my friend?"

Gibbs; "Ditto, ma'am...l know...and for the record, | trust you. There aren’t too many where you

sit that | can say that about.."

SecState: "Shit, Gibbs...you're gonna make me cry...But in the meantime, I'll call the attack dogs
off the Mossad...you've given me enough to believe they're being framed...| guess we have a

mutual trust thing, my friend"

Vance: (to Caprice, whispering) "Those words, in Washington, that Jethro Gibbs trusts you?
Those are golden, Caprice...very few politicians can claim they've heard them...our boy has made

some enemies, but he has sure made some powerful friends..many of them all over the world"
Caprice: "l didn't know, Leon...Jethro is...hell, sir, | don't know..."

Vance: "Larger than life?"

Caprice: "Yes...that works.."

Vance: "And he needs you, Caprice...for whatever reason, he's dropped those walls and is

allowing himself to feel again...."
Caprice: "God, | wish | were prettier...."
Vance: "Where did that come from?"

Caprice: "He deserves the best...."



Vance; "You're a knucklehead, girl....I can't count how many times you've walked by and he's

whispered to me, "damn, Leon...she's a looker".
Caprice: "Sir, does the fact that he whispers secrets to you...is that important to you?"
Vance: "Important? Caprice, it's a privilege...and an honor...Why?"

Caprice: "Because I've been watching you, Gibbs, McGee, Torres, Bishop, even Palmer and
Kasie...then Jack...and it seems, the higher the stakes are at what you do, the more important
trust becomes.....| was just watching the Secretary of State..she is one of the most powerful
people in the world, man or woman, and much of what was decided in that call was based on

trust...how she trusted Gibbs, you, how Gibbs trusted her...| mean, you getit...."

(Vance says nothing....He takes Caprice's head, leans it on his shoulder...they both watch Gibbs
and McGee...the mentor and the student, planning how to capture a traitor and rescue a
hostage...The bad guys don't know what's in store for them...All because this team learned to
trust each other)

The Night Of The Marine Ball

Originally Posted on May 25, 2020 - Fictitious Season 22, Episode 35, "The Last Dance; Part 5, The
Epilogue

This was the biggest step so far for Gibbs...He publicly shows his feelings for Caprice, at the Marine Ball,
which in his mind, is a sacred event.

(scene opens in the grand ballroom, tables covered with white table cloths, sterling silver cutlery,
crystal glasses for wine, champagne and water....Waiters in white tuxes roamed the ballroam
looking for someone to serve...The buffet contained the finest prime rib, then one with
Tenderloin roast cut into medallions....various soups, poultry, fresh steamed vegetables,
rounded out the food display...Torres and Bishop were the first to make it to the food area)

Bishop: "Why are you being so quiet? You haven't said two words since you picked me up!"
(Torres stares at Bishop, looks her up and down...)

Torres: "You really want to know? | mean seriously? You don't already know?"



Bishop: "No, Nick..l don't! Have | done something wrong? Is there lettuce in my teeth? What?"
(Torres stares a bit longer, then speaks)

Torres: "l didn't expect what | saw"

Bishop; "Nick, that makes no sense to me"

Torres:" Bishop, | know you're pretty....I mean, first time | saw you, | was like, dang....she's

pretty....but tonight..."
Bishop: 'What, Nick? | still don't understand"

Torres: "You opened the door...and you were so.....beautiful...| just wasn’t prepared for it...that's

all"
(Bishop beams, smiles, and blushes)
Bishop: "Nick, that is so sweet....but you've seen me dressed up...."

Torres: "Not carrying my baby, | haven't...you're...you're just so much more....beautiful...|

mean...dang...."
(Now Bishop can't hold it back...the tears form.....she hugs Torres....)

Bishop: "I am so much the luckiest girl in this room.....I love you, baby....so much.."

(scene changes to Vance and Loretta....The Maitre'd has escorted Director Vance and Secretary

of State to their chairs....he slides Loretta's out for her, then adjusts it as she sits in it...)
Vance: "Have | told you yet how wonderful you look tonight?"

Loretta: "Leon, that's maybe the 10th time you have tonight"

Vance: 'Okay..I'll stop then"

Loretta: "Don't you dare"

(He grins)

Vance: "l thought so"



(scene shifts to Gibbs and Caprice...Gibbs is seen walking up to the band leader, taking some bills
out of his pocket, and handing them to the man...a few nods and words are exchanged....they

finish, Gibbs walks back to Caprice, sitting at the table with SecState and Vance)
Caprice: "You bribing the band?"

Gibbs: "Absolutley"

Vance; "Caprice, have you heard the stories of Jethro and his dancing?"

Caprice: "lI've heard bits and pieces, but honestly, none of them scare me....men talk big, but
when it comes to dancing, they just don't deliver"

(Vance and Gibbs exchange a look, both grinning)
Loretta: (to Vance) "She doesn't know, does she?"
Vance: "Evidently not"

Loretta: "This should be good"

(The night continues through dinner, The head table of SecState, Vance, Gibbs, McGee, Torres,
Bishop, and dates, everyone complimenting the food and background music.....the celebrities
are noticed, autographs are asked for, and of course, the one or two marines that chose the
worst night possible to drink too much....The Marines were being honored by the best America

had to offer....then the awards were presented..)

Loretta: (to Vance) "As | understand it, your agent Gibbs is quite averse to being recognized"
Vance: "Sure is...the man would be happy if life never called his name"

Loretta: "Well, Gibbs and Life are going to have a problem tonight"

Vance: "Don't tell me he...."

Loretta: "Yes..."

Vance: "And you have something to do with who that award goes to, right?"

Loretta: "Oh....maybe..."

(The Secretary of State grins, guilty but not guilty)



Vance: "Well....he's been trained to adapt to different situations...."

(The Secretary of the Navy is introduced to the crowd, applause for the man holding the position
as much as applause for the position itself...He gives a short speech about how he is honored to

represent both the Navy and Marines, then he goes into...)

SecNav: "There is always one person we give the next award to...it is given to a person that
exemplifies the qualites of the United States Marines, that when our country cries out "Semper

Fi"...the marines answer...."

Audience: "OORAH!"

SecNav: "This year, the Heart of the Marines Award goes to...."
Caprice: "Oh my god, what if it's you?"

Gibbs: "Uh...not a chance..I'm way too outside their rules"

SecNav: 'The award goes to, a team...Teamwork exemplifies the Marines, it exemplifies family, it
shows the world that we can do more together than we can alone.....The Heart of the Marines
Award goes to.....Retired Gunnery Sgt Jethro Gibbs, and his team of NCIS investigators, who,
behind the scenes, and known only to maybe 4 people in this room that have the appropriate
security clearance....have sacrificed, bled, shed tears, put their lives in danger, willingly and

often, all for the purpose of protecting this great country...."

Caprice: "Oh my god! It's all of you!"

McGee: "It's us, boss?"

Gibbs: "Sounds like it Tim...I don't know...."

Torres: "Better figure it out quick, boss....you're about to be called up..."
(Gibbs’s face pales)

Gibbs: "Oh hell no..."

SecNav: "I have been told this team avoids the spotlight, often allows other agencies to accept
the glory, all for the purpose of being able to work behind the scenes, quietly and
efficiently...So...accepting this award for the Heart of the Marines, is the Agency Director,
Director Leon Vance, NCIS.."

(the crowd applauds...many stand...the applause goes on...Vance motion to Gibbs for his team to

stand...and they do, and the applause grows louder and louder....then a chant begins..."NCIS"



"NCIS" "NCIS".....Gibbs and team begin to blush, uncomfortable in the spotlight...Vance finally

quiets the crowd...)

Vance: "l see that the NCIS Major Crimes Team has become well known....(crowd applauds
again)..and folks, | can safely say, it's well deserved..| have had the honor and privilege of
watching this team do what they do...solve crimes. recover stolen software, go eye to eye with
leaders of unfriendly nations, back them down like no one in our country has been able to
do....This NCIS team, led by Retired Gunnery Sgt Leroy Jethro Gibbs, is legendary among our
enemies...and there is no greater compliment any branch of our service can receive,...than to be

feared by our enemies..."

(Enormous applause goes up....everyone stands....then another chant
starts.."Gibbs...Gibbs...Gibbs")

McGee" (smiling big) "Boss...it's about time...but you know what you have to do now..."
(Gibbs pales even more)

Gibbs: "Can someone shoot me?"

McGee: "Nope boss...just go with your heart...what are you thinking right now?"

Gibbs: “Run?”

(Then Gibbs looks at McGee...he nods....then slowly walks to the microphone..)

Vance: (To Loretta) "Watch what he's going to do...."

Loretta: "What do you mean?"

Vance: "He's going to do what he does best...He’s going to lead..."

(The applause for Gibbs dies down,,,still blushing, Gibbs begins to speak...the audience goes into
a hush...all of them know who he is, what he has done..they all know the stories and tales that

can't be true but are...and now the man responsible for them is going to speak...)

Gibbs: "l am part of a team..(pauses) The greatest things you think | have accomplished are due
to the work of others...When we get a call...whether it is a drug crime or software that threatens
our national security has been stolen, they do not call on Jethro Gibbs, they call on the NCIS
Major Crimes team....and then we go to work....We have one of the best forensic doctors in the
country...Jimmy Palmer...Jimmy stand up please...(Palmer stands...beet read...Breena is crying
she is so proud)...Jimmy Palmer's job is to look at a body, and find clues...But our Dr. Palmer has

found himself fighting criminals, facing gunfire, bombs, he's gone toe to toe with dangerous



men, and that he stands here tonight, shows who won those battles...Dr. Palmer...thank you for

being part of this team...."

(Applause from the crowd...Breena stands and hugs her husband, gathering more applause...)

Gibbs: "Kasie?....Folks, when we are tracking the bad guys, or clearing the names of good people,
we need science...we need someone that can look at a piece of evidence and find out who,
where, what, and why...NCIS has the best in the business...Kasie Hines...please stand and be

recognized..."

(Kasie, blushing from head to toe, stands...applause raises up, then Kasie sits...)

Gibbs: (Pauses...looks over at his team...) "Folks, they are a team...they live and act as a
team...they solve crimes, they unravel mysteries....Eleanor Bishop, one of the smartest people on
the planet, man or woman...please..Agent Bishop, stand...Nick Torres, stand up, Nick...He has
given a decade of his life for us, undercover work for NCIS, now a specialist in human nature, no
one better than to blend in with the enemy, and calculate what they will do next. (pauses, small
smile) “and no worse man you want as an enemy”....And then a man that is a friend..a man no
one can hide from, a man that can track you down no matter where you want to hide...This is a
man that has turned down millions of dollars for his talents, choosing to remain the lead agent

for this NCIS team....Tim McGee...Tim...my friend...stand and be recognized..."

(McGee stands...blushing like the rest...Delilah crying just as Breena did, clapping and wiping her
eyes....The crowd cheers loudly...They know McGee...he's been with the team for 16 years....and

he's a legend...now, some of the crowd for the first time, get to see him...)

Gibbs: "And now....I want to tell you about Ziva and Tony...retired agents that still come when

they are called...and then | give you Kate...Mike...Jenny..."
Vance; "Oh Lord..."

Gibbs: "They are no longer with us...all of them gave their lives up in the line of duty....| honor

them...I hope and pray you honor them as well...."
(He pauses, looks over at Vance... Vance gives him a nod in return)

Gibbs: "Every team needs that man or woman that can lead us...that can understand we do

things.....(looks down and smiles...crowd chuckles) "...sometimes outside the rule book....We



need that leader that can allow us to be what we can be, then cover our asses when the rule
keepers come calling (more chuckles from the crowd) “...folks...There is no better leader of a law
enforcement agency than the Director of NCIS..Leon Vance...He is our leader, our mentor, and

my great friend...Leon...please?"

(Vance stands...the crowd applauds, some whistles....and the applause lasts....Then, SecState

stands...she walks to the microphone, not allowing Gibbs to leave...)

SecState: "Ladies and Gentlemen...please...with me...let us honor the man that keeps this team
together, focused, and molds good men and women into a great team...the team that our

enemies fear...With me, folks, let us honor, Retired Gunnery Sgt Leroy Jethro Gibbs...."

(The crowd goes crazy....applause, whistles....stomping...chants of his name...chants of

NCIS....Gibbs takes it in...for once...he takes it in....and then, the unexpected...)
Torres: "Tim...what's wrong with the boss..."

McGee: "l don't know..."

(Gibbs covers his face with one hand...but steps to the mic..)

Gibbs: "We have lost so many...you and |...We have lost men and women that wanted to serve
their country...l am standing, while you honor me,,,,please...can we stand, bow our heads (one
tear falls down his cheek)..and honor those we lost...They are watching, they are listening, and if

you listen, those that have left us are still with us....and each of them would say to you..."
(Gibbs pauses....wipes his eyes...then he softly says...)

Gibbs: "Semper Fi"

(The crowd answers with a soft and reverent 'Oorah")

Gibbs: (louder) "Those that have left us can't hear you...Semper Fil"

(A louder "OORAH!")

Gibbs: (yelling) "THEY STILL CAN'T HEAR YOU MARINES....SEMPER FI!"

Crowd (roaring) "OORAH!"

Gibbs: "Ladies and Gentlemen...Marines...Navy....We came to a party....now....Let's dance!"

(And the band leader, tipped ahead of time...breaks into the song from the movie,
FOOTLOSE...Gibbs walks quickly towards Caprice, then calls her to him...)



Gibbs: "You ready, girl?"

Caprice: 'You can really dance? Men can’t dance!"
Gibbs: 'This man can...and he has a beautiful woman with him...so...let's go!"

(Gibbs takes Caprice by the hand out to the dance floor, and to the music that changes into the
classic 'l could have danced all night", Gibbs takes Caprice, and smoothly, gracefully, waltzes her

across the dance floor....)
Caprice: "Oh my god, Gibbs...you can dance!...No one else is out here!"
Gibbs: "Because tonight, the first dance is mine, Caprice...."

(The rest of them knew the truth...Jethro Gibbs was dancing, and no man could match him, so
they honored him by giving him and the woman of his choice, the floor...Gibbs twirled her,
dipped her, spun her around, her blonde hair, her choice of the night, flowing as she spun, just
as the dress flowed and spun with her....Then the song ended....they stood still, both still holding
each other in the classic dance position...the crowd stood still...they sensed something was

about to happen....)

Caprice: "We're standing alone, Jethro...."
Gibbs: "Yea...they're waiting"

Caprice: "For what?"

Gibbs: "For this...."

(Gibbs embraces Caprice and kisses her...and it was a kiss...a real kiss..one that a woman would

remember all her life...the kiss ends..Caprice leans back, her eyes wide)
Caprice: "Oh my!..i can't catch my breath...."

Gibbs: "You deserve to know something, Caprice"

Caprice: "No, Gibbs...don't spoil this......
Gibbs; "l love you"

Caprice: "...don’t spoil this perfect night.(she pauses)”...What did you just say?"

Gibbs: "I said | love you...."



(She stares...her face revealing what she’s wanted to hear...and she cries...and holds him as he
holds her back, both in their own world, unaware of the entire crowd cheering them, none

louder than his team....)

Caprice: "It's perfect....it's a perfect night....thank you Jethro, so much...Oh...| forgot..."
Gibbs: "yea?"

Caprice: "l love you right back"

(Gibbs smiles...)

Gibbs: "Okay..NOW it's a perfect night..."

The rest of the audience, now that Gibbs has had his dance, enter the dance floor....and they
dance....Loretta dances because her life long fear is gone...she's free....Bishop dances because
she carries a child, and will marry a man she loves and trusts...Torres dances because he's in
love...and the woman he loves carries his child...Palmer and Breena dance because they have
each other...and they are part of a team that has saved the world...Kasie dances because he's
found purpose in this team...and she's found the one place that loves her, and appreciates
her...and ignores her gender, her race, her everything, and celebrates what she can
accomplish....Vance dances because he's loving again...and he thought he'd never feel that
feeling again...McGee sits by Delilah, they dance in their minds, both swaying to the music, very
much in love, very much in tune with the fact that they both serve a country that loves them as
they love it....

They dance because they love...and they dance because they are loved back

The Moment Gibbs Tells Shannon About Caprice — The Gravesite Scene

The final step, Gibbs telling Shannon about Caprice...It has been, by far, the most emotional
moment in all these stories, a ‘passing of the torch’ so to speak. The fact that Gibbs does this,
speaks to his integrity, and his love for Shannon, and his love for Caprice...This was necessary to
write. Caprice deserved all of Gibbs, and Gibbs deserved closure on Shannon. Hopefully, |
honored both women...Note: This scene occurs directly after Gibbs returns from Russia, where,
showing his commitment to the cause, he dresses as a female to get close to Premier Akhovin a
store.
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(scene opens at the cemetery...Gibbs is sitting in a folding chair, in front of two tombstones...)

Gibbs: "Hey honey..I'm back...it was rough, but we made it...and guess what? | had to dress as a

woman for the mission...maybe someday, after this life, | can show you some pictures...."

(Gibbs hesitates. His head drops, he takes a breath, then looks directly at her name on the

tombstone)

Gibbs: "I miss you, Shannon...I miss you and Kelly so much....but | need to talk to you...| need to

tell you something..."
(He stops...wipes his eyes)

Gibbs: "I've met someone...someone really special....and | love her. For the first time, since
you...I've felt like making someone else happy, instead of them making me happy...and god, I've
sure failed at that...."

(Silence...he takes a deep breath)

Gibbs: "l guess it's no secret that | was trying to replace you. That was unfair to those women,

unfair to me....so unfair to you...."
(He takes time to wipe his eyes again....and then he smiles)

Gibbs; "l want to tell you about her....how funny she is, how dingy, how smart, how wise, how

sweet, and how much of a handful she is...I think you'd like her, honey....and now...."
(His tears fall freely. He doesn’t bother to wipe them, his voice breaks)

Gibbs: "I'm going to ask her to marry me, Shannon....I'm not here asking your permission, but |
do want you to know....and | need to let you go...She deserves all of me, honey...for better or
worse, she deserves all of me...."

(A pause)

Gibbs: 'l think...I think, and | hope...when | take my last breath, I'll open my eyes and you'll be

there...you and Kelly...I mean, you brought me to this dance, and | should go home with



you.....but until that last dance, baby, | deserve to be happy....and she makes me happy. | love
her...and that should be enough"

(He looks away, thinking...)

Gibbs: “And maybe, if this turns out like | hope it does, after all this is done, I'll be with her too.
You told me that where you are doesn’t follow our rules...I"d sure like to think so”

(He gets up from the chair, folds it up to take back to the car, stands, facing the grave marker)

Gibbs: "So...no more dreams, Shannon...| have enough of you in me to know you and love you
forever...and | will...That won't change. But |'ve discovered there's room in this Marine's heart
for another love. It’s own love....and | think...this time...I might be pretty good at it...I'd at least
like to try"

(he tries to stop, but he begins to cry freely)

Gibbs: "l love you...I miss you so much....and I'll see you again.....but until that time....Good bye,
honey..."

(He turns to walk away.....A breeze picks up...the leaves from the gravesite twirl in the air around

him, dancing, joyful....He closes his eyes, breathes in the wind....and he smiles)

Gibbs: "Thank you honey ...(he begins walking) “Bye”

(scene fades to black and white)

(scene opens outside NCIS HQ...Gibbs pulls up in parking lot....pulls out his phone...)

Gibbs: "Hey"

Caprice: "Hey Marine! Are you back? Please tell me you're back!"

Gibbs; "Yea, I'm back...I just need to do a debrief report and I'll be home...Can you be there?"

Caprice; "Can I? Well let me see...appointment with the President...I'll cancel...about to discover

a cure for cancer, but it can wait” (a short pause, then...) “Hell yes | can be there! "
Gibbs: 'Hey, by the way, thank you"

Caprice: "Thank me? For what?"



Gibbs; "For missing me"

(He pulls the ring he bought out of his pocket, looks at it...a perfect 4 carat solitaire..)
Caprice: "Of course i missed you....and in case you forgot, | love you"
Gibbs: "No..it was the best thing | remembered...and | love you back"
Caprice: "So what time?"

Gibbs; "An hour"

Caprice: "Wow...that's giving a gal short notice!....I"ll be there in 50"
Gibbs: "Good...and | kept my promise..."

Caprice: "You brought me back a surprise souvenir?"

(He looks at the ring, his voice softens)

Gibbs; "Yea...you could say that"

(She notices the change in his voice...her own voice softens)

Caprice: "Hey...you okay?"

Gibbs; "Yea...maybe for the first time ever...."

Caprice; "Then hurry"

Gibbs; "Works for me"

(He looks at the ring again, and smiles....He places it back in the case, slides it in his jacket
pocket...and walks to the office....some people that noticed him said his step was a little lighter
that day)

(scene fades to black and white)

The End



